The Ascension of the Lord
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Not only did the appearance stories seryey %
an apologetic function to prove that Jesus :: E:«
died and rose again, they also laid the ,§ :§‘
iaci 3 3

groundwork for the future mission of the S (3
church. Disciples were to go and tell what | % &
. < Pt

they had seen—they were to proclaim ,§ ;§<
Christ crucified and risen from the dead. % Eg:
Jesus appeared to the apostles to commis >§ :§
sion them to carry on his work. “The send- :: E:«
ing is based on Jesus' own status, showing ,§ :§‘
that as Jesus carried on God's work, the »§ Eg
apostles carry on Jesus' work. Jesus, now ¥ &
. . . < Pt
with God, is present to the world as God is ,§ ;§<
present to the world. % Eg:
Jesus is understood as the Lord of the >§ :§
universe. The ascension reveals Jesus’ :: E:«
status as Lord and Christ. Since he as- ,§ :§‘
ded into h he d trated con+ %
cended into heaven, he demonstrated con; (S
trol over the created order of the universe.| % &
. . < Pt

Thus, Jesus is its master. * 5
; : S &

Jesus’ ascension served as prelude to theg %
sending of his Spirit. In the Acts of the >§ :§
Apostles, Jesus was reported to have as- :: E:«
cended the mountain (symbol of heaven) ,§ :§‘
where he “poured out his Spirit.” The Sprit »§ Eg
would be the One who would continue the | &
. i < Pt

work of Christ's new covenant. ,§ ;§<
Jesus, now in heaven, is able to reveal | & Eg:
the things of his role as intercessor and high:§: :§
priest . The ascension of Jesus guarantees § %
that Jesus will return again. It is because ,§ :§‘
Jesus ascended to his Father that he becam§ || Eg
the Son of Man who will accomplish the 3 EEE &
. . < Pt
completion of God'’s ultimate plan of salva- ,§ || ;§<
tion for the world. Jesus’ ascension remindsg Eg:
us that we will one day share his heavenly >§ HOLY FAMILY CHURCH :§
home. We are on a journey to our ultimate % . . . - %
destin ::; Holy Family is a welcoming Catholic Eucharistic ;::
y. % community of disciples connecting faith with life a nd

) (>

& reaching out to those in need! &

mEm : . % &
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