Holy Family Church

Funerals/Deceased

Recent Deaths in our Holy Family Community
We pray for our beloved deceased parishioners, family and friends.

- Dan Catt Kevin Aguilar

- Milagros Garcia Fr. Jim Moran

- Vicente Mora Jeanne Pouson

- Nora and Vincente Asuncion Angelo Bortolazz
- Lee Maturo Frank Scannell

- Dr. Earl Harrison Edmond Shea

- Linda Forsyth
- Anita Storey
- Jeremias Ramos

Upcoming Funerals
Please call the front desk, at the Pastoral Center, for most current funeral details.

Planning a Funeral Liturgy

When a death occurs, please call the Pastoral Center. We want to be there for you at this very human, very sacred
moment. We are blessed as a community when a family or friend comes to us to join them in their prayer and celebration
of the life of a loved one.

Those making funeral arrangements are asked to make an appointment with a member of the funeral planning ministry
team. Families may wish to begin by consulting our funeral preparation book. This notebook contains a selection of
Scripture readings appropriate for the Catholic funeral rite and music selections often used at funeral Masses. A member
of the funeral ministry meets with family members to suggest ways for family and friends to be involved in the funeral or
memorial Mass and to assist in completing the Funeral Mass Planning Form. This information is then shared with the
presider and musicians.

A Funeral Reflection
Losing a loved one to death is one of the most profound moments in anyone's life. We are honored when families and
friends come to us to share this moment with them and help them to commend this person to the Lord.

Death is a profoundly human experience. No matter what culture or religious tradition one is rooted in, there are three
moments that need to happen:

- We need to tell the story and celebrate the person's life.

- We need to come to a faith stance: what we believe about life and death.

- We need to face the reality that this person is gone physically and our lives have changed.

These three moments are cyclical in that we move through them over and over again. In a moment we could have a
great memory, know that the loved one is at peace with the Lord, and be very sad that this person will not be here for the
next family event. We can also get stuck in one of these moments. Whatever the case, we need to move through these
moments as we grieve for our loved one.

As Roman Catholics, we have ritualized these moments. In traditional societies when someone died, they needed to
immediately respond to the death because the burial had to occur within a short period of time. So people would begin to
gather at the home of the loved one. Food was prepared and brought to the home. That evening a wake would occur in
their homes. Stories were told and shared. Toasts were given on behalf of the deceased. They celebrated the life of their
loved one. They would carry the deceased to the church and prayers were said. The next morning a funeral Mass was
celebrated. This is our communal faith response. We bring our loved one to the banquet of the Lord where we formally
commend them to the Lord. We bless them with the holy water and clothe them with the pall, reminding them of their
baptism into the death and resurrection of the Lord. Following the funeral Mass they would carry the loved one to the
cemetery, usually next to the church, and bury them, knowing that life had changed.

Today, we live in a world of many options. We do not live in a town or village. We sometimes need to gather people from
all over the country or even the world. Our work is different from living on the farms. So we are seeing some changes in
these three ritualized moments. Most often the main and only formal gathering is at the church for the funeral Mass. At
the mortuaries some gather for viewing and prayers; some do not. Some say the rosary; some do not. There is a variety
of experiences surrounding this time prior to the funeral Mass. After the funeral Mass, there are many options. Some are
buried close by in cemeteries; some are cremated and entombed close by; some are taken back to their families places
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of origin &mdash; maybe another city, state, or country.

Funerals at Holy Family

At Holy Family, we find that the main service is the funeral Mass. So during Mass we do try to have all three moments
experienced: we celebrate the life of this person, we celebrate our faith in the resurrection, and we face together the pain
of loss we all encounter in the death of a loved one.

Families are encouraged to participate in this service. They do the readings and General Intercessions; they bring up the
gifts of bread and wine. After Communion, one person may speak for about five minutes. We call this a moment of
remembrance. We want to catch the spirit of this person. If there is more than one person who wants to speak or if the
person wants to speak longer than five minutes, our practice is to conclude the Mass after communion with the prayers of
final commendation and then follow Mass with a Eulogy Service. We highly recommend the practice of one person for
five minutes after Communion. We encourage that the story-telling happen before and after the funeral Mass. This can
be done at the mortuary the night before or at the graveside or reception after the Mass. We have found this to work
exceptionally well. Music is always planned and prepared with our music director.

Volunteer Ministry Opportunity

- Funeral Planning Ministry Contact
Frank Ponnet

Director of Liturgy

(626) 403-6116

fponnet@holyfamily.org Pastoral Center
Reception

(626) 799-8908
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