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This pericope begins with an exhortation that
we are to sell what we have and give to the poor.
This is a consistent theme through Luke's gospel.
It is at the heart of the radical call of Christ in the
gospel. He spoke his message to the rich and the
not so rich. In the "Sermon on the Plain" in
chapter 6 of Luke's gospel, Jesus instructed his
disciples to give to everyone who asks and to lend
while expecting nothing in return (6:35). In to-
day's reading from Luke's chapter 12, Jesus told
his disciples to sell their possessions and give
alms. Jesus was detached from his possessions
and lived a life of simplicity. This simplicity pro-
vides freedom for others.

Another theme in today's reading from chapter
12 emerges in verse 35 and cuts to the heart of
Christianity: Christ's passing from death to life.
Christ is the New Passover and we are partici-
pants in his life, death, and resurrection—the
paschal mystery. "Let your belts be fastened
around your waists and your lamps be burning
ready" (v 35) is a reference to Passover. This ritu-
al action was presctibed by law for all who ob-
served the annual Jewish Passover. The first read-
ing recalls the exodus event and is a reminder that
the people were heirs to the benefits of the exo-
dus and its inherent blessings. Luke's connection
to the exodus ritual reminds the listener that
Christ is the New Covenant, the new Passover.
Through his passing from this world into his
new, resurrected life, he accomplished for the
world the completion of God's plan for our sal-
vation. During the time when Luke was writing
there existed a hope that Jesus would return dur-
ing this annual Passover commemoration.
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Begin by calling upon God: In the Name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, Amen.

Let us pause for a moment, and listen
attentively to this week’s passage.

e % / c{&m/ Luke 12:32-48 I

A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke

Jesus said to his disciples:

"Do not be afraid any longer, little flock,
for your Father is pleased

to give you the kingdom.

Sell your belongings and give alms.
Provide money bags for yourselves that
do not wear out,

an inexhaustible treasure in heaven

that no thief can reach nor moth destroy.
For where your treasure is,

there also will your heart be.

"Gird your loins and light your lamps

and be like servants who await

their master's return from a wedding,

ready to open immediately when

he comes and knocks.

Blessed are those servants

whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival.
Amen, I say to you, he will gird himself,

have them recline at table,

and proceed to wait on them.

And should he come in the second or third watch
and find them prepared in this way,

blessed are those servants.

Be sure of this:

if the master of the house had known the hour

Gospel Glossary
To gird your loins means to get dressed and

be ready.

The son of Man is another name for the Mes-
siah, Jesus.

when the thief was coming,

he would not have let his house be broken into.
You also must be prepared,

for at an hour you do not expect,

the Son of Man will come."

Then Peter said,

"Lord, is this parable meant for us or for everyone?"

And the Lord replied,

"Who, then, is the faithful and prudent steward

whom the master will put in charge of his servants

to distribute the food allowance at the proper time?
Blessed is that servant whom

his master on arrival finds doing so.

Truly, I say to you, the master will put the servant

in charge of all his property.

But if that servant says to himself,

'My master is delayed in coming,'

and begins to beat the menservants and the maidservants,
to eat and drink and get drunk,

then that servant's master will come

on an unexpected day and at an unknown hour

and will punish the servant severely

and assign him a place with the unfaithful.

That servant who knew his master's will

but did not make preparations nor act in accord with his will
shall be beaten severely;

and the servant who was ignorant of his master's will

but acted in a way deserving of a severe beating

shall be beaten only lightly.

Much will be required of the person entrusted with much,
and still more will be demanded

of the person entrusted with more."

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Questions of the Week:
Choose one

What "possessions" distract people
from the treasure of faith?

Where and when have you said yes, to
live your life centered in God?

Name a time when you said yes, to love
God by the way you acted.

Almighty and ever-living God,
your spirit made us your children,
confident to call you loving Father.
Increase your Spirit within us and
bring us to our promised inher-
itance. Grant this through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
Amen.
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