
The Catholic Ministry with Lesbian and Gay Persons, formerly called the Ministry with 
Lesbian and Gay Catholics, was called into existence during a sermon given in 
February, 1986 by Archbishop Roger Mahony, then in office only a few months, who 
called for lesbians and gays to join together, supporting each other on their faith 
journey. 

Our mission: 

Believing that baptism empowers all persons to live a full, Catholic life in union 
with all members of the Church, the Catholic Ministry with Lesbian and Gay 
Persons provides a safe and welcoming environment for lesbian and gay 
persons, their friends and family, through liturgy, outreach, education, and 
fellowship. 

Our ministry takes its inspiration from the Gospel; it’s shaped by Church teachings and 
pastoral practice; it borrows appropriately from the insights of the social and biological 
sciences; and listens, ponders, and prays over the lived experience of those to whom it 
ministers. We’re actively supported throughout the Archdiocese at the parish level as an 
outreach ministry with gay and lesbian Catholics, their parents, families, friends, and 
fellow parishioners. 

Together with Archbishop Gomez, our ministry 

o calls on concerned Catholics and all people of good will to know and share in the 
challenges, burdens, and blessings of gay and lesbian persons living a Christian 
life within the Catholic tradition, 

o chooses to follow a prudent pastoral course, accepting people where they are in 
their discipleship with Jesus Christ, their membership in the Church, and 
challenging them to live out fully the call of Christ and the teachings of the 
Church, 

o supports movements for gay and lesbian persons that are consonant with Church 
teaching, especially those which safeguard human dignity and promote human 
rights, 

o joins the Church in condemning any treatment in which LGBT persons are the 
object of violent malice in speech, action, and law, wherever it occurs. 

“Our fidelity to the teachings and example of Jesus Christ make it a moral imperative 
that we, like Him, reach out in a loving manner to give spiritual and physical help to 
those who suffer.” (Archbishop Roger Mahony, February 2, 1986) 

  

Lord, you are my shepherd, the one who knows my voice, recognizes me, and calls me 
by name. You gather me up, hold me close, and feed me. You strengthen me when I 
am weak, heal me when I am sick, and bind up all my wounds. Lord, you are my 
shepherd, the one who refreshes my soul, invites me to the table, and welcomes me to 



dwell in Your House. 
  

I am your homosexual child, baptized into your flock, O Lord. My family and I cry out to 
You for shepherds here on earth—in our church and among ourselves—who, like you, 
know us, feed us, care for us, and invite us to your table. 
  

Amen 

 
 

Señor, tú eres mi Pastor, el que conoce mi voz, me reconoces y me llamas por mi 
nombre. Me levantas, me sostienes y me alimentas. Me das fuerza cuando estoy débil, 
me curas cuando estoy enfermo y vendas todas mis heridas. Señor, tú eres mi Pastor, 
el que refresca mi alma, me invita a la mesa y me recibe para vivir en tu hogar. 
  

Yo soy tu hijo(a) homosexual, bautizado en tu rebaño, oh Señor. Mi familia y yo te 
pedimos Pastores aquí en la Tierra, en nuestra Iglesia y entre nosotros, quienes como 
tú, nos conocen, nos alimentan, nos cuidan y nos invitan a tu mesa. 
  

Amen 

 


