
On behalf of Holy Family Church, welcome!

We are pleased that you have come to Holy Family and hope that you will soon call this faith

community your home. All are welcome at Holy Family!

The Sunday liturgy is the very heart of life here at Holy Family, the source and summit of all we

do. Through our sacramental life, we celebrate the spiritual milestones of our lives. A compre-

hensive religious education program guides all of us – from toddlers to seniors – along our

spiritual journey. We gather in prayer, in service, to praise, and to give thanks. We gather to

share faith, our gifts, ourselves.

By participating actively, parishioners serve those in need, both here and abroad, through Holy

Family’s outreach ministries. Some 3,000 volunteers give their time and share their special gifts

in over 80 ministries. Our parish community welcomes your involvement.

Lastly, there are a variety of gatherings throughout the year which provide an environment for

socializing and good times. We encourage you to join our community as we gather together

to celebrate with our fellow parishioners.

Enclosed in this packet is additional information about Holy Family, the history of Holy Family,

a Ministry Directory and a Registration Form.

If you have any additional questions or would like more information, please refer to the Sunday

Bulletin, the parish website (www.holyfamily.org), stop by the Welcome Center on Sunday

mornings or the Pastoral Center, or call (626) 799-8908.

A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E !
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Holy Family is a welcoming community.
Following the example of Jesus Christ
who welcomed saints and sinners, all
are welcome at Holy Family Church to
join us in prayer and to participate in
our many ministries. We respect all
other beliefs and are comfortable with
varied life orientations.

Holy Family is a Catholic commu-
nity. Holy Family is proud of its Roman
Catholic affiliation and savors this her-
itage of dedication to Gospel values in
all aspects of life.

Holy Family is a Eucharistic com-
munity. The heart of Holy Family’s life
is the Eucharist. In the Eucharist, we are bound together
as one body in prayer and action.

Holy Family is a community. While our size precludes
the possibility of everyone knowing everyone else, we are
one in spirit, in dedication to one another, and in outreach.

Holy Family is a community of disciples. As disci-
ples, we are called to embrace our faith with enthusiasm
and to share it freely with others.

Holy Family connects faith with life. Holy Family
strives to make our faith a living reality in the everyday life
of our parishioners. This means reflecting Gospel values
in all facets of life: personal, familial, social, and civic. No
part of our lives should remain untouched by Christ’s
message.

Holy Family reaches out to those in need. In accord
with Christ’s statement, “Whatsoever you do to the least
of my people, that you do unto me,” Holy Family reaches
out to the less fortunate locally, in the broader communi-
ty of Los Angeles, and even internationally.

WHO ARE WE?
Holy Family is a vibrant contemporary
parish. Its liturgies reflect a joyful, alive
community. Molded by the theology of
Vatican II, Holy Family fosters lay lead-
ership in its over 80 ministries. Visitors
are welcome and encouraged to
become active participants in the life of
the parish which is currently 5,000
households strong. Holy Family has an
elementary school, a religious educa-
tion program, youth ministry, many
adult ministries (including care for the
elderly and sick), outreach ministries,
and a variety of devotional, social, and
educational programs.

WHERE ARE WE?
Holy Family is located in the community of South
Pasadena,1501 Fremont Ave., directly south of South
Pasadena High School. The campus includes the beauti-
ful Mediterranean church, a Pastoral Center, and an
Education Center on the west side of Fremont, together
with St. Joseph Center (outreach) and Eden Center
(youth) on the east side of Fremont.

A B O U T  H O L Y  F A M I L Y
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OUR ORIGINS WERE FAITH-FILLED
On May 10, 1910, seventy-five families gathered with Fr.
Cotter for worship in a small cottage at the El
Centro/Fremont location and called themselves Holy
Family Parish. At that time the parish boundaries were
Columbia Ave. to the north, Alhambra Rd., to the south,
Garfield Ave. to the east and Arroyo Dr. to the west.

OUR ORIGINS WERE PROPHETIC
By the following August, a temporary “bungalow church”
was built to house the growing congregation until funds
could be raised for a more permanent building, a “hand-
some edifice,” not only for themselves but for generations
to come who would make their homes in this fast grow-
ing community.

OUR ORIGINS WERE COURAGEOUS
On November 24, 1923, the property at Fremont Ave.
and Rollin St., where our church stands today, was
acquired for construction of a new church. The building at
El Centro was moved to the Fremont location, for use until
the new church was completed.

In 1926, Fr. James B. Morris, whose plaque hangs in the
vestibule of the church, was assigned to Holy Family to
raise the money to build the new church. In the years
coinciding with the worst economic crisis in American his-
tory, the Great Depression, a mere three hundred families
raised the money to build the beautiful house of worship
we treasure today. Construction began in 1927. The
building was designed by architect Emmett G. Martin and
constructed by the Charles W. Pettifer Company. It seems
miraculous that the construction of this landmark building,
recognized as one of the finest examples of Spanish
Renaissance Baroque architecture in Southern California,
was made possible by bazaars, barbecues, dances, and
card parties, but it is true. Our church today is a testimo-
ny to the sacrifice, generosity, and determination of our
ancestors.

On January 8, 1928, Rt. Rev. Joseph J. Cantwell, bishop
of Los Angeles and San Diego, led a procession from the
cottage church on El Centro Ave. to the new church on
Rollin St. to bless the altar, cross and cornerstone. The
first Masses in the new church took place on Easter
Sunday 1928. Solemn Mass was celebrated at 6:00 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m. and Low Mass at 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
Fr. Morris, rector, officiated at all the services. Formal ded-
ication of the new church building by Bishop Cantwell fol-
lowed two weeks later, on April 22, 1928.

H I S T O R Y  O F  H O L Y  F A M I L Y

The story of Catholicism in South

Pasadena predates our beloved

church. Monterey Road, just north of

Rollin St., was an important connec-

tion between Mission San Gabriel and

the new settlement, Los Angeles. On

the Arroyo, a crude cross carved in

the bark of a tree known as the

Cathedral Oak marked the location

where Mass was celebrated during

the land expedition of Gaspar de

Portola from San Diego to Monterey between 1768 and

1770. The first Mass in what is now known as South

Pasadena was celebrated by one of the two Franciscan

chaplains, Fr. Francisco Gomez or Fr.

Juan Crespi, who accompanied the

expedition. On the occasion of the

75th anniversary (2003) of the dedica-

tion of the church building, the parish

planted an oak tree at the site of that

first Mass.

More than a century later, in 1906, land

was purchased for the construction of

a Catholic church. Bishop Thomas J.

Conaty assigned Rev. Richard J. Cotter, D.D. the task of

establishing a new parish in South Pasadena on the prop-

erty located at El Centro Ave. and Fremont Ave.



OUR ORIGINS WERE PROVIDENT
In 1937, the parish elementary school opened and gradu-
ally properties were acquired for a parish hall, parish
offices, and buildings for religious education. As the city
grew (South Pasadena’s population had more than dou-
bled since the “bungalow church”) plans were made and
funds raised for a parish hall, parish offices, and properties
to meet the future needs of the thriving parish. Successive
generations continued to be blessed with foresight.

In 1950 when the church building was about a quarter cen-
tury old, several additions were made. The two mahogany
side altars, built by C. M. Gilbride, were added. The one on
the right is dedicated to St. Joseph and the other to Mary.
The magnificent murals, one of the death of Joseph and
the other depicting the Assumption, were painted by a
father-daughter team, Hector and Judith Serbaroli, in 1951.

Discussions about installing stained glass windows took
place over many years. Finally, in 1962, the decision was
made to commission windows depicting beloved saints.
The parishioners of Holy Family selected the saints. The
Michael H. Jaubert studio in Paris designed and made the
windows. Installation was completed in 1964.

In 1977, the property known as the Oak St. House was
acquired for the religious education program. In 1984 the
Ramona St. house, which became the retirement resi-
dence of Cardinal Timothy J. Manning, was purchased, fol-
lowed in 1988 by the acquisition of two adjacent residen-
tial properties.

By 1994, Holy Family was “bursting at the seams.” More
space was needed for the “people of God” to work, teach,
minister, and come together in fellowship and service. So a
process began in which parishioners came together to
brainstorm, question, dream, and envision the future of the
parish. The result was the Vision Project, an ambitious
undertaking to create a new ministerial campus for Holy
Family. The challenge was to tear down, dramatically
remodel, or relocate everything but the church. A capital
campaign was launched to raise the money. The people of
Holy Family responded with open hearts, personal commit-
ment, and overwhelming generosity. Final approval of the
Master Plan came from the City Council on May 25, 1997,
and groundbreaking ceremonies took place on June 7,
1997.

The parish celebrated the completion of the Vision Project
in 2000. But the end was really the beginning. Our parish is
“living,” and where there is life, there is growth. The people
of Holy Family have heard the message which emerged
from the Second Vatican Council presenting a clear theol-
ogy of the laity rooted in an understanding of the Church as

the People of God, in the universal call to holiness.  At the
beginning of the 21st century, an energizing spirit of lay
leadership blossomed at Holy Family.  In this era, in addi-
tion to the call to the office of bishop, presbyter, or deacon,
and the vocation to the consecrated religious life, some lay
persons are called to “lay ecclesial ministry,” a vocation of
full-time Church service in response to the needs of each
local community.

The faith community of Holy Family dedicated itself to the
adoption of an emerging model for parish leadership
dependent upon the unique vocation of “lay ecclesial min-
ister.”  After prayerful study, a search was conducted for a
lay leader to serve as Parish Life Director.  On July 1, 2009,
the effort was culminated when Cardinal Roger Mahony
accepted the resignation of Monsignor Clement Connolly
as pastor, and appointed Cambria Smith as Parish Life
Director.

As we now begin a new chapter in the history of Holy
Family, an exciting and challenging time of development
and change, we, like those who came before us, are build-
ing a legacy for the generations ahead. God has blessed
Holy Family in that our people continue to be faith-filled,
prophetic, courageous, and provident.  We strive to be dis-
ciples, recognizing that discipleship is personal relationship
with Jesus Christ which grows in prayer, and by inviting
Jesus into our  life as Lord and Savior—it is an identity
defined by relationship.  Action comes from relationship.
There is a difference between action and identity—action
reflects identity—it does not make identity.

Holy Family Pastors

Rt. Rev. Michael J. Galvin 1922-1923

Rev. James B. Morris 1926-1954

Rt. Rev. Leo Joseph Murphy 1954-1971

Rev. Msgr. Thomas McGovern 1968-1984*

Rev. Msgr. Clement J. Connolly 1984-2009

*Administrator: 1968-1971; Pastor: 1971-1984

Holy Family Parish Life Directors

Cambria Smith 2009-Present
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Holy Family Bookstore is a ministry dedicated to pro-
viding the community with a consistent source of current
and classic religious reading material, outstanding
Christian art, sacramental and devotional items, and fine
religious music.

ABOUT THE HOLY FAMILY BOOKSTORE
The Holy Family Bookstore, located on the lower level in
the Parish Hall, is a ministry of the parish dedicated to
providing a convenient source for parishioners and others
to purchase religious reading material, sacramental 
articles, devotional items, Christian fine art, and Holy
Family parish media. The Bookstore strives to be the fore-
most supplier of quality Catholic religious material in the
San Gabriel Valley. 

Books are available by special order. Shipping is available.
Gift wrap is provided for a nominal fee.

HOURS
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Tuesday, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 10:00 a.m-5:00 p.m.

Thursday, 10:00 a.m-5:00 p.m.

Friday, 10:00 a.m-5:00 p.m.

Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

CLOSED MONDAY

CONTACT
Holy Family Bookstore
1519 Fremont Ave.
South Pasadena, CA 91030
(626) 403-6133
hfb@holyfamily.org

H O L Y  F A M I L Y  B O O K S T O R E
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1. What hours is the church open?

On weekdays, the church is open from 6:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

2. What are the names of the priests who serve Holy Family?

Reverend Jose Parathanal, Priest Minister

Monsignor Clement J. Connolly, Spiritual Director

Reverend Niall O’Leary, Director of Spirituality

Reverend Anthony Scannell, Capuchin, Weekend Assistant

3. What is the Mass Schedule?

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 

12:45 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Weekday Mass: 6:20 a.m. and 8:00 a.m.; 

Saturday 8:00 a.m. only

4. Where can I park for Mass?

Parking is available on the main campus (enter on Oak Street);

at the St. Joseph Center (across Fremont Ave., enter on Rollin

St. or Oak St.); and in the following three South Pasadena High

School parking lots:

Fremont Ave. at Bank St.

Diamond Ave. north of swimming pool

Diamond Ave. north of high school gym

THERE IS NO PARKING ON OAK STREET AND RAMONA

AVENUE DURING THE WEEKEND, AND PARKING IS

RESTRICTED DURING THE WEEK.

5. Is there a meeting place for the parishioners after Mass?

Yes, coffee and donuts are normally served after Sunday 

morning Mass in the Parish Hall.

6. How do I arrange for the reception of the sacraments of

confirmation, marriage and baptism?

Each of the sacraments involves preparation and planning.

Please contact the Pastoral Center at (626) 799-8908 for more

information.

7. Is there a Religious Education program at Holy Family?

Yes, for children grades 1-8 who are not enrolled in Catholic

schools. Classes are held on Wednesday afternoon and Sunday

morning from September to May. Holy Family also offers Sunday

Preschool for children ages 3-5 as well as a Toddler Co-op

Program for walking 1, 2 and 3-year-olds.

H O L Y  F A M I L Y  R E F E R E N C E  G U I D E
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This page is meant as a quick reference guide. For more information, please refer to the Sunday Bulletin, the parish website
(www.holyfamily.org), stop by the Welcome Center on Sunday mornings or the Pastoral Center, or call (626) 799-8908.

MOST FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



H O L Y  F A M I L Y  S T A F F  D I R E C T O R Y
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Rev. Jose Parathanal
Priest Minister
(626) 799-8908
frjose@holyfamily.org

Rev. Niall O’Leary
Director of Spirituality
(626) 799-8908
niallo@holyfamily.org

Rev. Anthony Scannell, Capuchin
Weekend Presider
(818) 952-3059
tscan@ktb.net

Dr. Frank Montejano
Holy Family School Principal
(626) 799-4354
fmontejano@holyfamily.org

Cambria Smith
Parish Life Director
(626) 403-6110
csmith@holyfamily.org

Msgr. Clement J. Connolly
Spiritual Director
(626) 799-8908
cjc@holyfamily.org

Fr. Bob Folbrect
Priest Minister
(626) 799-8908
niallo@holyfamily.org



ADMINISTRATION
Administration Commission Chair Marc Ulrich marc.ulrich@gmail.com

Building & Grounds Committee Patricia Plescia patricia@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6106

Bulletin Karen Whitney bulletin@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6108

Business Manager Jane Lee janelee@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6103

Collection Counters Carol Joe cjoe@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6101

Database Committee Michael James irish86@charter.net

Finance Council Jane Lee janelee@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6103

Garden Ministry Stacy Garnica duricamp@gmail.com (310) 529-3877

Information Technology Tad Shaw tad@holyfamily.org (626) 799-8908

Operations Director Patricia Plescia patricia@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6106

Pastoral Council David Sanchez parishcouncil@holyfamily.org

Safeguard the Children Committee Elizabeth Calciano Fagan (626)437-3865

Scrip Committee Dianne Ciulla ciaociulla@earthlink.net

Webmaster Mark Melchiorre webmaster@holyfamily.org

Website Editor Karen Whitney bulletin@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6108

COMMUNITY LIFE
Community Life Commission Chair Ed Panconi eapanconi@sbcglobal.net

Boy Scouts Bob McClain bob_mcclain_2000@yahoo.com

Catholic Comm. Ministry (Toastmasters) Mary Elizabeth Ohde meohde@aol.com

Cub Scouts Bill Pallares Pallares@lbbsaw.com (626)797-5497 
(626)676-5396

Environmental Ministry Carol Polanskey carol.a.polanskey@jpl.nasa.gov
Fair 2013 Rafael Flores & Yvett Merino - yvettmerino@gmail.com

Brandon & Francesca Gill -           francescamgill@gmail.com
Rustin & Paola Mork - paolamork@gmail.com
Leonard Peña & Julie Soma -        juliesoma@gmail.com

Fair Raffle Emily & Leonard Diaz emilyfirth@sbcglobal.net

Fifty Plus Club Julie Smith (626)796-2859

Filipino American Catholic Association Jack Abrera SJABRERA@aol.com

Hispanic Catholic Association Jesse Alvarez jess412@sbcglobal.net

Holy Family Men’s Club Ed Panconi eapanconi@sbcglobal.net (323) 816-3521

Hospitality Ministry Bernadette McCann (626) 441-6119
Judy De Balough (323) 256-8766

Italian Catholic Federation Carmello Sabatella Cas1810@aol.com

Kindred Spirits Linda Long kindredspirits@holyfamily.org

Welcome Center Joe Bermudez (626) 215-0134

Young Adults James Doliente hfya_coreteam@yahoo.com (626) 403-6137

H O L Y  F A M I L Y  M I N I S T R Y  D I R E C T O R Y



EDUCATION/FORMATION
Education/Form. Commission Chair Ramon Barreras ramon.barreras@gmail.com

Adult Education and Formation Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Baptism Ministry Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Bible Study/Parish Missions Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Bookstore Anne Yee anne@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6133

Confirmation (adults) Dawn Ponnet dponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6128

Confirmation (teens) Dawn Ponnet dponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6128

Director of Faith Formation Dawn Ponnet dponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6128

Divorced and Separated Heidi Seiber (626)233-8320

EDGE Angelina Duell edge@holyfamily.org

Gay and Lesbian Support Groups Elizabeth Taylor (626) 792-1103

H.F. School Board  Angela Parris aparris@earthlink.net

H.F. School Legacy of Learning Jill Toth jtoth1023@yahoo.com

H.F. School Parent Guild 12-13 Erin Maloney erinmaloney@earthlink.net

H.F. School Principal Dr. Frank Montejano fmontejano@holyfamily.org (626) 799-4354

Liturgy of the Word for Children Linda & Tom Breen lbreen@polytechnic.org

Men’s Reading Group Ron Piccirillo ronpicc@earthlink.net

RCIA (adults, teens, children) Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Religious Education Program Colette Villegas cvillegas@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6118

ReMembering Church Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Social Concerns Ministry Jane Argento PArge98257@aol.com (626) 403-6140

Soup ‘n Cinema (with Fr. Tony Scannell) Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Spiritual Direction Mary O’Brien maryobrien90041@hotmail.comm (323) 550-8394 
Sunday Preschool 12-13 Alex Uriarte 

Jacquiline Wagner sundaypreschool@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6112

Toddler Co-op 12-13 Veronica del Rio-Barreras toddlers@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6121

Video Ministry/Holy Family Productions Dawn Ponnet dponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6128

The Women’s Connection Mary Hannon wsc@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6125

Women’s Reading Group Mary Miasnik Kaelin mmiasnik@adelphia.net

Youth Ministry Dawn Ponnet dponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6128

OUTREACH
Director of Community Services Carrie-Ann Lue Sue cluesue@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6140

Outreach Commission Chair Maxine Liggins jmliggins@aol.com

Career Networking Group Bruce McIntosh BigMac5948@yahoo.com

Detention Ministry Jane Argento PArge98257@aol.com

Dolores Mission Diane Sternal disternal@sbcglobal.net
Jane Argento PArge98257@aol.com
Jay Madden maddenjay@sbcglobal.net

Pastoral Center 1527 Fremont Ave. South Pasadena California 91030 Telephone: 626.799.8908 Facsimile: 626.799.0423

H O L Y  F A M I L Y  M I N I S T R Y  D I R E C T O R Y
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OUTREACH (CONTINUED)

Friends Who Care (Funeral Receptions) Carrie-Ann Lue Sue cluesue@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6140

Giving Bank Carrie-Ann Lue Sue cluesue@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6140

Infant Care Outreach Program Carrie-Ann Lue Sue cluesue@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6140

Mission Haiti Mary Nally mmathernally@aol.com
Karl Holtsnider karlholt@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6139

Pastoral Care Mary Ternan mary@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6115
(Ministry to the Elderly and Sick)

Referral Ministry Carrie-Ann Lue Sue cluesue@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6140

St. Vincent de Paul Society Carrie-Ann Lue Sue cluesue@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6140

WORSHIP
Director of Worship Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Worship Commission Chair Kathy Holtsneider (626) 799-7983

Altar Servers Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Bereavement Ministry Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Blessed Mother Prayer Group Margie Jaramillo (323) 257-1935

Block Rosary and Divine Mercy 
Prayer Group Jack Abrera SJABRERA@aol.com

Centering Prayer Group Brian O’Neil ddscls@dy-dee.com

Church Environment Committee Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Eucharistic Ministers Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Eucharistic Ministers to the Sick Mary Ternan mary@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6115

Lectors Gloria Lopez (626) 796-4448

Lenten Faith Sharing Groups Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Liturgical Ministries Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Liturgy of the Word for Children Tom & Linda Breen lbreen@polytechnic.org

Liturgy Reflection Committee Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Moms’ Prayer Group Gigi Longoria-Salinas a.g.salinas@worldnet.att.net
Ann Hubsch complawyer@earthlink.net

Music Ministry Director Andrew Reed andrewpreed@hotmail.com (626) 403-6124

9:30 Choir Tony Azeltine tazeltine@yahoo.com

11:15 Choir Andrew Reed andrewpreed@hotmail.com (626) 403-6124

5:30 Youth Choir Ben Coria hfyouthchoir@gmail.com (323) 491-8951

Sacramental Life Committee Brian & Judith Henderson behender@hsc.usc.edu

Sacristans Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Ushers Frank Ponnet fponnet@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6116

Wedding Coordinator Jane Jackson jane@holyfamily.org (626) 403-6131

H O L Y  F A M I L Y  M I N I S T R Y  D I R E C T O R Y
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