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Catechizing Corner!   
Thomas’s scene is regarded by some 
scholars as the culminating scene of 
John's entire gospel. It brings closure 
and satisfaction. John began his gospel 
by stating the purpose for its writing: to 
proclaim Jesus, the incarnate Word of 
God. All the events of the gospel lead 
to this point. Thomas, upon seeing 
Jesus’ wounds, acclaims him Lord and 
God. "Jesus is described as being of the 
essence of God at the outset of the 
Gospel, and then, fully twenty chapters 
later, one of his disciples comes to 
believe in him fully and affirms him 
loftily as ‘my Lord and my God’ The 
last phrase of this gospel is the summary 
of the purpose of the work: first that 
people may believe in him, and second 
that they may have life. 

John strongly connects belief with 
eternal life. Yet the consequence of 
believing is itself of extreme importance 
for John; this consequence is that his 
readers have eternal life. The one 
purpose thus involves the other, for to 
have eternal life cannot be separated 
from believing. 
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Second Sunday of Easter 

"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands 
and put my finger into the nailmarks 
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe." 
Now a week later his disciples were again inside 
and Thomas was with them. 
Jesus came, although the doors were locked, 
and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with 
you." 
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and 
see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into 
my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe." 
Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lord and 
my God!" 
Jesus said to him, "Have you come to believe be-
cause you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and have be-
lieved." 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
his disciples that are not written in this book. 
But these are written that you may come to be-
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that through this belief you may have life in 
his name.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

A reading from the holy gospel according to 
John 
 
On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the doors were locked, where the disci-
ples were, for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in their midst 
and said to them, "Peace be with you." 
When he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. 
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 
And when he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, 
"Receive the Holy Spirit. 
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
and whose sins you retain are retained." 
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples said to him, "We have 
seen the Lord." 
But he said to them, 

 

God of  mercy, you wash away our 
sins in water, you give us new birth 
in the Spirit, and redeem us in the 
blood of  Christ.  As we celebrate 
Christ’s resurrection increase our 
awareness of  these blessings, and 
renew your gift of  life within us.  
We ask this through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Amen.   

Questions of the Week: 
Choose one 
 
Jesus said: “Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet believe.” Give one example of 
how you will show your belief in Jesus this 
week - how you are being sent forth. 
 
Thomas didn’t believe because he hadn’t seen 
Jesus with his own eyes. How hard is it for you 
to believe in God without being able to see 
God? How do you see God in the words and 
actions of others? 
 
Jesus appeared to the women in the garden and 
the disciples in the closed room. How can you 
show Jesus to another person this week by 
how you act?  

 
Begin by calling upon God: In the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 

Let us pause for a moment, and listen  at-
tentively  to this week’s passage.  

Call to Prayer 

The Word of God  John 20:19-31 

Closing Prayer 

Faith Sharing 

Gospel Glossary 
 
The Holy Spirit empowers the apostles to forgive 
sins.  In the name of Jesus, they are given the power 
to forgive the bad things that someone has done. 
 
 

To retain sins is the opposite of forgiving them. 
 
Jesus came and stood in the midst of the apostles 
this means that he stood in the middle of them.   


