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Catechiging Carnen!

Today’s story, and the earlier story in chap-
ter eight in which the sleeping Jesus was fran-
tically asked to save the storm-tossed disci-
ples, are indicative of the “first-century Medi-
terranean belief in spirits, including the wind
spirits that play havoc with human life.” The
only way for human beings to protect them-
selves is to find a more powerful spirit to chal-
lenge the chaos-creating spirit. This more
powerful spirit is God, and God’s agent, Je-
sus, who is known for his ability to challenge
evil and mischievous spirits throughout the

gospel.

We are told that Jesus went off to pray. This
time he went alone and he prayed most of the
night. In the Mediterranean cultural context,
prayer was intended to get results. It was a
“message communicated to someone who is
ultimately in charge of one’s existence.” When
Jesus is called upon to save the disciples from
the storm later that evening, we see the results
of his prayer. Jesus did not doubt the power
of God to still the storms of the sea; we like-
wise are never to doubt our soutce of power.

Peter is known in all of the gospels for his
fervor and his impetuosity. There is no doubt
that he holds a position of distinction and
authority in relation to other apostles. Yet
Peter is like all those “people of little faith.”
He wants proof—-a sign—that it is really Je-
sus.
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Begin by calling upon God: In the Name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, Amen.

Let us pause for a moment and listen
attentively to this week’s passage.

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to  Matthew

After he had fed the people, Jesus made the
disciples get into a boat

and precede him to the other side,

while he dismissed the crowds.

After doing so, he went up on the mountain
by himself to pray.

When it was evening he was there alone.
Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles off-
shore,

was being tossed about by the waves, for the
wind was against it.

During the fourth watch of the night,

he came toward them walking on the sea.
When the disciples saw him walking on the
sea they were terrified.

"It is a ghost," they said, and they cried out
in fear.

At once Jesus spoke to them, "Take courage,
it is I; do not be afraid."

Gospel Glossary

The watch of the night, are the periods of time
that the disciples stayed up in the night to mon-
itor their safety.

Jesus is seen walking on the sea, which is a great
act that reassures the disciples to have faith in

Peter said to him in reply,

"Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you
on the water."

He said, "Come."

Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on
the water toward Jesus.

But when he saw how strong the wind was he
became frightened;

and, beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save
me!"

Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and
caught Peter,

and said to him, "O you of little faith, why did
you doubt?"

After they got into the boat, the wind died
down.

Those who were in the boat did him homage,
saying,

"Truly, you are the Son of God."

The Gospel of the Lord

Questions of the Week:

Adults: Have you ever wondered why Jesus
had not answered your prayers? Only to
learn later He truly had answered your
prayers, just not in the response you had
expected? How did this strengthen your
faith?

Teens: How would you react if you were
tossed on the seas and Jesus appeared to
you and told you not to be afraid?

Children: Was there ever a time that you
felt so frightened and alone that you failed
to remember that Jesus was with you?

Lord, You have called us to be your disci-
ples, to live in faith, walking always in your
footsteps. By your suffering, death, and
resurrection, you have made us children of
God. As you have loved us and asked us to
love one another, help us to love and
embrace everyone in our lives.

Fill us with love, compassion, forgiveness,
patience, understanding, and tolerance, even
when we face the pain of hatred, rejection,
and failure.

Guide us to be good disciples. May we seek al-
ways the praise and glory of God and the
good of all people. We make this prayer
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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