
 

Three things emerge in this text as prima-

ry: the church is built on solid rock—a 

sure foundation, its strength will stand 

against the powers of evil, and Peter is 

given authority for the church. Peter’s 

position in the church cannot be ques-

tioned. 

“The keys are an image for God’s stew-

ardship of God’s affairs on earth.” The 

keys afford Peter the authority to inter-

pret and teach the pearls of God’s reign 

so others may be drawn in. Jesus legiti-

mated the teaching authority of the new 

covenant.  Peter was given the authority 

to establish rules, and to make decisions 

based on the gospel of Jesus. 

The foundation of this church will not be 

toppled by the power of evil or the pow-

er of death. Trouble will come, the boat 

will be tossed about by the torrents of 

life, but nothing will permanently de-

stroy the church. Jesus’ resurrection pro-

tects the church from destruction. 
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The Word of God 

Matthew 16:13-20 
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  Questions of the week 

 

Closing Prayer 
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Holy Family is a welcoming Catholic Eucha-
ristic community of disciples of Jesus Christ 
connecting faith with life and reaching out to 
those in need! 
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And so I say to you, you are Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of the netherworld shall not 
prevail against it.  
I will give you the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven.  
Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven; 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven."  
Then he strictly ordered his disciples 
to tell no one that he was the Christ.  
 

The Gospel of  the Lord 
 

 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel  according to       

Matthew 

 

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea 
Philippi and 
he asked his disciples, 
"Who do people say that the Son of 
Man is?"  
They replied, "Some say John the Bap-
tist, others Elijah, 
still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets."  
He said to them, "But who do you say 
that I am?"  
Simon Peter said in reply, 
"You are the Christ, the Son of the liv-
ing God."  
Jesus said to him in reply, 
"Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.  
For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my heavenly Father.  

Lord, You have called us to be your disci-

ples, to live in faith, walking always in your 

footsteps.  By your suffering, death, and  

 resurrection, you have made us children of 

God. As you have loved us and asked us to 

love one another, help us to love and  

 embrace everyone in our lives.   

Fill us with love, compassion, forgiveness,  

 patience, understanding, and  tolerance, even 

when we face the pain of hatred, rejection, 

and failure.   

Guide us to be good disciples.  May we seek al-

ways the praise and glory of God and the 

good of all people.  We make this prayer 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Questions of the Week: 

Adults: What would it feel like to be trust-

ed by God to be in charge of his Church? 

Teens: Imagine you are Peter and Jesus has 

given you “the keys to the kingdom of 

heaven.” What might those keys open (or 

lock) in today’s world? 
Children: Was Jesus afraid of being recog-

nized by strangers while he was protected 

by his many friends, and why? 
Families: In today’s Gospel, Peter states 

that Christ is the son of the “living” 

God. In what ways can we allow God 

to be alive—to live—in our daily 

lives? 

 
Begin by calling upon God: In the Name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 

Let us pause for a moment and listen   

attentively  to this week’s passage.  

 Matthew 16:13-20 

Gospel Glossary 
Jesus is referred to as the Son of Man, another name for 
him, the Messiah and Son of God. 
Simon is another name for Saint Peter.  
Keys to the kingdom of heaven means that Jesus gave pow-
er to Saint Peter, to carry out the future of the church. 
To bind means to put something under obligation by law.  


