
 

As the parable develops, the sower is a mi-

nor player. The star of this one-act play is 

the seed and its ability to do what it was 

intended to do. Jesus describes the path of 

the seed after it was thrown by the sower. 

The listener’s attention is drawn to the con-

dition of the soil. Obviously, the seed plant-

ed in the thorny and rocky soil did not bear 

fruit--no surprise there. The surprise comes 

when the farmer hears how large the har-

vest was for the seed that fell on good soil. 

They would have been pleased with a ten-

fold harvest, but this seed produced three 

to 10 times as much as the farmers would 

have expected a good crop to produce. 

The seed is the good news of God's reign. 

This is at the heart of Jesus preaching mis-

sion--God's reign has finally arrived. Mat-

thew’s repeated reference to God's word is 

intended to stress his teaching mission and 

its extension to the disciples. The soil repre-

sents the interior receptivity of those who 

hear the message. They will either hear and 

accept or hear and reject. Many who heard 

Jesus did not accept his message or his mis-

sion. The tension between the Christians of 

Matthew’s community and the Jewish com-

munity is clear evidence of the rejection of 

Jesus’ teaching. 
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more will be given and he will grow rich; from anyone 

who has not, even what he has will be taken away. This 

is why I speak to them in parables, because they look but 

do not see and hear but do not listen or understand. 

Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says: You 

shall indeed hear but not understand, you shall indeed 

look but never see. Gross is the heart of this people, 

they will hardly hear with their ears, they have closed 

their eyes, lest they see with their eyes and hear with 

their ears and understand with their hearts and be con-

verted, and I heal them.”  

 

“But blessed are your eyes, because they see, and your 

ears, because they hear. Amen, I say to you, many 

prophets and righteous people longed to see what you 

see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did 

not hear it.”  

 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. The seed sown on 

the path is the one who hears the word of the kingdom 

without understanding it, and the evil one comes and 

steals away what was sown in his heart. The seed sown 

on rocky ground is the one who hears the word and re-

ceives it at once with joy. But he has no root and lasts 

only for a time. When some tribulation or persecution 

comes because of the word, he immediately falls away. 

The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the 

word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches 

choke the word and it bears no fruit. But the seed sown 

on rich soil is the one who hears the word and under-

stands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or 

sixty or thirtyfold.”  

 

The Gospel of  the Lord 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  accord-

ing to Matthew 

 

On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat 

down by the sea. Such large crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat down, 

and the whole crowd stood along the shore. And he 

spoke to them at length in parables, saying: “A sow-

er went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed 

fell on the path, and birds came and ate it up. Some 

fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil. It 

sprang up at once because the soil was not deep, 

and when the sun rose it was scorched, and it with-

ered for lack of roots. Some seed fell among thorns, 

and the thorns grew up and choked it. But some 

seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred 

or sixty or thirtyfold. Whoever has ears ought to 

hear.”  

 

The disciples approached him and said, “Why do 

you speak to them in parables?” He said to them in 

reply, “Because knowledge of the mysteries of the 

kingdom of heaven has been granted to you, but to 

them it has not been granted. To anyone who has, 

Lord, You have called us to be your disci-

ples, to live in faith, walking always in your 

footsteps.  By your suffering, death, and  

 resurrection, you have made us children of 

God. As you have loved us and asked us to 

love one another, help us to love and  

 embrace everyone in our lives.   

Fill us with love, compassion, forgiveness,  

 patience, understanding, and  tolerance, 

even when we face the pain of hatred, rejec-

tion, and failure.   

Guide us to be good disciples.  May we seek 

always the praise and glory of God and the 

good of all people.  We make this prayer 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Questions of the Week: 

Adults:  As a child where were you planted?  

Where do you want to plant your children? 

 

Teens:  When the sower, in this week’s Gospel, 

sowed his seed, not all of it fell on “good soil.” 

What can you do in the coming week to make sure 

that you are open to God in your life? What is get-

ting in the way of your being “good soil?”  

 

Children:   Who helps you to grow deeper in your 

faith?  

 

Families:   Using the parable of Jesus in this read-

ing, describe how faith has been planted in your 

life? How long did it take for that seed to land 

“on good soil?”  

 

Begin by calling upon God: In the 

Name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 

Let us pause for a moment and listen   

attentively  to this week’s passage.  

 Matthew 13:1-23 

Gospel Glossary 
Parables are brief stories or wise sayings that Jesus used 

to teach a certain message.  

A sower is a farmer who is planting seeds by hand. In 

this parable, the seeds represent the word of God. 

Sometimes it bears fruit and sometimes it does not. We 

must try to be fertile ground for the word of God.  

A hundred or sixty or thirtyfold refers to the way that 

one seed can produce as many as thirty, or sixty, or 

even a hundred pieces of fruit or grain or vegetables.  

A plant needs a good root system, deep and strong in 

order to survive times of ecological stress. We also need 

a solid and secure faith, rooted deep in the Spirit of God 

dwelling in our hearts. 


